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never In future demand more than four annas in the rupee* yearly for loans of money or rice. Swear that you will never again bribe the ami a or peons of the Courts; swear that you will never again falsify the accounts of your Khataks."
Chandra Babu took the oaths demanded with an appearance of unction and then implored his captors to release him.
"Wait a minute/' was Karim's reply, "we must collect our belongings."
So saying he ordered the dacoits to extinguish their torches and follow him with the bags of money, He led them to a ravine on the river bank, about a coss (two miles) distant, where the spoil was equitably divided according to a list of names and amounts due in Karim's possession. Then after arranging for alibis in case of criminal proceedings, the band dispersed, well satisfied with their night's work.
Chandra Babu's neighbours made no sign until the dacoits were well out of hearing, when they flocked in to unloose his bonds and offer hypocritical condolences. The village Chaukidar (watchman) was sent off to the police station, and next day arrived the Sub-Inspector with a posse of constables to investigate the dacoity. After recording the complainant's statement, they endeavoured to secure additional evidence, but Chandra Babu was so cordially disliked, and the